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> Moz oz Frya Afeces --‘Blessed are the pure in spirit, for they shall see God.’
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"The Hindu does not want to live upon words and theories. He must see God
and that alone can destroy all doubts. So the best proof of a Hindu sage gives about
the soul, about God, is 'I have seen the soul; I have seen God'. * * * The whole
struggle in their system is a constant struggle to become perfect, to become divine,
to reach God and see God; and their reaching God, seeing God, becoming perfect
even 'as the Father in Heaven is perfect' constitutes the religion of the Hindus."

-- Lecture on Hinduism (Chicago Parliament of Religions.)
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"The next idea that I want to bring to you is that religion does not consist in
doctrines or dogmas. * * * The end of all religions is the realisation of God in the
soul. Ideals and methods may differ but that is the central point. That is the
realisation of God, something behind this world of sense -- this world of eternal
eating and drinking and talking nonsense -- this world of shadows and selfishness.
There is that beyond all books, beyond all creeds, beyond the vanities of this
world, and that is the realisation of God within yourself. A man may believe in all
the churches in the world, he may carry on his head all the sacred books ever
written, he may baptise himself in all the rivers of the earth; still if he has no
perception of God I would class him with the rankest atheist."
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"The teachers all saw God; they all saw their own souls and what they saw
preached. Only there is this difference that in most of these religions, especially in
modern times, a peculiar claim is put before us and that claim is that these
experiences are impossible at the present day; they were only possible with a few
men, who were the first founders of the religions that subsequently bore their
names. At the present time these experiences have become obsolete and therefore
we have now to take religion on belief. This I entirely deny. Uniformity is the
rigorous law of nature; what once happened can happen always."

-- Raja-yoga: Introductory.
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"Then again all these various yogas (work or wodship, psychic control or
philosophy) have to be carried out into practice, theories will not do. We have to
meditate upon it, realise it until it becomes our whole life. Religion is realisation,
nor talk nor doctrine nor theories, however beautiful they may be. It is being and
beoming, not hearing or acknowledging. It is not an intellectual assent. By
intellectual assent we can come to hundred sorts of foolish things and change them
next day, but this being and becoming is what is Religion."
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"The one idea which distinguishes the Hindu religion from every other in the
world, the one idea to express which the sages almost exhaust the vocabulary of
the Sanskrit language, is that man must realise God. * * * Thus to realise God, the
Brahman as the Dvaitas (dualists) say, or to become Brahman as the Advaitas say -
- is the aim and end of the whole teachings of the Vedas."

-- Reply to Madras Address.
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"We are all atheists and yet we try to fight the man who tries to confess it. We
are all in the dark; religion is to us a mere nothing, mere intellectual assent, mere
talk -- this man talks well and that man evil. Religion will begin when that actual
realisation in our own souls begins. That will be the dawn of religion. * * * Then
will real faith begin."
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