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"Sectarianism, bigotry and its horrible descendant fanaticism have long
possessed this beautiful earth. They have filled the earth with violence, drenched it
often and often with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent whole nations to
despair."

-- Lecture on Hinduism, (Chicago Parliament of Religions.)

T S 4T TGO HHeT ¥ oy, G-FA G l=I1cEa aiel Wl 0TS (b8l PRI, --

"If any one here hopes that this unity will come by the triumph of any one of
these religions and the destruction of the others, to him I say, Brother, yours is an
impossible hope. Do I wish that the Christian would become Hindu? God forbid.
Di I wish that the Hindu or Buddhist would become Christian? God forbid.

"The seed is put in the ground, and earth and air and water are placed around
it. Does the seed become the earth or the air or the water? No, it becomes a plant, it
assimilates the air, the earth and the water, converts them into plant substance and
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grows a plant.

"Similar is the case with religion. The Christian is not to become a Hindu or a
Buddhist nor the Hindu or the Buddhist to become a Christian. But each must
assimilate the others and yet preserve its own law of growth."
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"Truth has always been universal. If I alone were to have six fingers on my
hand while all of you have only five, you would not think that my hand was the
true intent of nature, but rather that it was abnormal and diseased. Just so with
religion. If one creed alone were to be true and all the others untrue, you would
have again to say that, that religion is diseased. If one religion is true all the others
must be true. Thus the Hindu religion is your property as well as mine."

-- Lecture at Brooklyn.
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"I am proud to belong to a religion which taught the world both tolerance and
universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration, but we accept all
Religions as true. I belong to a religion into whose sacred language, the Sanskrit,
the word 'exclusion' is untranslatable."

* "When Vivekananda addressed the audience as sisters and brothers of America, there arose a
peal of applause that lasted for several minutes." (Dr. Barrow's Report) "But eloquent as were
many of the brief speeches, no one expressed so well the spirit of the Parliament of Religions and
its limitations as the Hindu monk. * * He is an Orator by divine right."

-- New York Critique, 1893.
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